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ego, and second-in-command ; Major Marshall and
Captain Ramsay, medical officers ; and Captain
Hornby, R.E., Demolition expert. The base at
Akaba was commanded by Major Scott, of the
Royal Irish Fusiliers, ably seconded by Captain
Goslett, A.S.C., who was combined Supply and
Ordnance Officer, and Lieutenant Woods, R.E.,
Works Officer. Others drifted in and out, cipher-
ing and deciphering telegrams, landing stores, peg-
ging down wire roads in the sand, and doing a
hundred other odd jobs, but these were the princi-
pal helpers when I first arrived. There was no
very elaborate organisation, nor was one needed at
this stage.
We reached Akaba on the third morning, and I
saw for the first time the various camps dotted about
on the sand-hills of the Wady Araba, the strings of
camels coming down from the Wady Ittm, the
aeroplanes rising from the aerodrome two miles
away, and the squalid little streets of the tumble-
down village, full of picturesque tribesmen from all
parts of Western Arabia. Feisal could do nothing
without the goodwill of the tribes. His arrival
at Akaba, and the establishment there of a base
which his British allies kept liberally supplied with
rations and equipment of every kind, did as much
to help his cause as his own exploits in the field.
Akaba became a magnet for every needy sheikh or
impoverished merchant of the hinterland. Flour
and rice and sugar were doled out to all who pro-
fessed to join the Sherifian cause, and there is little
doubt that a certain amount of it found its way
eventually to Damascus and the hungry Turks, for
it was quite impossible to guarantee that supplies
taken in the name of a friendly tribe were really